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+PROGRAMME 

TIME

09.15 - 09.45 Registration

09.45 - 10.00 Welcome  
Dr Denise deCaires Narain - CHASE Director

10.00 - 10.30 Keynote 
Giles Foden 
Time & Space in Creative Writing 

10.30 - 11.30 Session 1 
CHASE Scholars’ Showcase (1)
Flora Bartlett (Goldsmiths)  
Practice-based research on anthropology and 
photography 
Heather McKnight (Sussex)  
Critical utopian theory 
Creative Writers’ Graduate Panel in conversation 
with Steve Waters (UEA) featuring Joanna Walsh, 
Jacob Rollinson, Mags Chalcraft & Dani Redd

11.30 - 12.00 Break & Refreshments

12.00 - 13.15 Session 2  
Subject Area Networking
An opportunity to break out into subject areas 
with academics from across CHASE facilitating 
conversations

CONTENT LOCATION

Foyer

Lecture Theatre 

Lecture Theatre 

Lecture Theatre 

Foyer

1.02

All Day The Feedback Room
Open all day for you to pop in and have your say 
about CHASE! We are currently developing our 
bid to the AHRC to continue funding CHASE 
for another five years, from 2019 onwards. As a 
CHASE funded scholar, we would particularly value 
your involvement. Tell us about the benefits and 
challenges of being a CHASE funded student and 
help shape the future of CHASE. 

0.02

Environment, Place, Space & Society 
Visual Arts: History, Practice & Theory Lecture Theatre 
Philosophy 
Medieval History
Early-Modern/Modern History 
Literature (critical) 
Literature (creative)
Music & Performance 
Communication, Cultural & Media Studies 
Modern Languages & Linguistics 

0.04
1.04
0.06
1.06
0.05
1.05
0.07
1.03



TIME

14.25 - 14.55 Session 2 
CHASE Scholars’ Showcase (2)
Sandra Bowern (Kent)  
The work of David Hockney
Elizabeth Lewis Williams (UEA)  
Deception Island poetry reading

14.55 – 16.15 Session 3 
Parallel Activities

Communicating Your Research: mini writing retreat 
Led by Dr Jeremy Schildt, Head of the Learning 
Enhancement Team, UEA.  
As you plunge deeper into your doctoral project it is 
important to be able to communicate your research 
effectively to a range of different audiences, 
to engage and enthuse others in your work. In 
this interactive session you will work with other 
participants to practise distilling your research, 
sharing and reflecting on how you write about and 
talk about your project. Along the way you will 
be encouraged to focus on your big take-home 
message(s) and connect with the energy and passion 
you have for your research!

CONTENT LOCATION

Lecture Theatre 

1.06

Space, Place & Time Reading Group Critical 
Excursion: Architecture of UEA Campus
Organised by the ‘SPT Research Collective’, 
following a bottom-up investigative approach in 
which the discussion of text and material will be 
set against the architecture of UEA’s campus and 
sightings of Gormley’s sculptures.

Handling Artefacts at the Sainsbury Centre for 
Visual Arts 
Led by Dr Alexandra Woodall, Head of Learning, 
Sainsbury Centre for Visual Art. 
This hands-on session will be based within the Sainsbury 
Centre, and will explore sensory engagements with 
objects as an imaginative and interdisciplinary research 
method. Through practical activity and discussion, 
delegates will be able to reflect on their own material 
encounters with things and the potential this might have 
within research.

Meet in Foyer

Workshop on the Practicalities of Publishing
Led by Dr Rebecca Fraser, Senior Lecturer, School of 
Art, Media & American Studies, UEA.
This session will help to demystify the practicalities of 
publishing. Whether you’re uncertain about where to 
publish, or you’ve selected an appropriate journal but 
are concerned about how best to pitch it, or the process 
once you’ve waved your manuscript goodbye and 
pressed the “submit” button, then this session is for you. 

0.07

TIME

14.55 – 16.15 Session 3 (Continued) 
Parallel Activities

Workshop on the Challenges of Teaching
Led by Alicia McConnell, Head of Learning 
Technology & Dr Matthew Sillence, Lecturer in 
Postgraduate Education & Training, UEA.
This session considers how research students in the 
arts and humanities have been taught and what new 
methods they use in their own teaching, particularly 
through the use of classroom technologies (lecture 
capture, audience response systems, video essays, 
online marking) and virtual learning environments. 
Participants are encouraged to bring with them 
questions about pedagogical challenges in their 
disciplines and to consider the affordances of digital 
technologies in the University today.

CONTENT LOCATION

1.05

Workshop on the Practicalities of Public 
Engagement
Led by Prof Lyndsey Stonebridge, Professor of Modern 
Literature & History, UEA 
Humanities ideas are, by definition, ideas for all. In this 
session we will reflect on what it means to engage 
research within a wider public forum. 

0.04

Meet in Foyer

13.15 – 14.15 Lunch

14.15 – 14.25 Announcements Lecture Theatre 

Foyer/ 
Roof Terrace

Life after your PhD: careers outside of the academy
We are pleased to welcome the following in 
conversation about their careers post PhD: 
Dr Claire Bryony Loffman FHEA, Education Adviser: 
Early Career Teachers, QMUL
Dr Gian Luca Amadei, Design Programme Manager, 
Architecture Design Fashion, British Council
Dr Tom Parkinson, Co-founder, Winterwood Tutors
Dr Rob Ellis, Digital Content Officer, HESA 
Dr Austen Saunders, Supervisor, Bank of England

1.04



Norwich Cathedral

TIME

14.55 – 16.15 Session 3 (Continued) 
Parallel Activities

CONTENT LOCATION

Sharing CHASE Placement Experiences 
Talks by CHASE scholars sharing their experiences 
of applying for and undertaking a CHASE placement 
featuring: Nikolous Pemeczky, Erin Pearson, Tom 
Stevenson & Emily Rose

British Archive for Contemporary Writing & the 
East Anglian Film Archive  
Pop-Up Exhibitions & Talk 
Led by Justine Mann, Project Archivist (BACL) & 
Angela Graham, Archive Manager (EAFA), UEA
A brief presentation and workshop on the collections 
of the British Archive for Contemporary Writing and 
the East Anglian Film Archive. Includes an opportunity 
to browse unique archive material and discuss the 
potential challenges, opportunities and rewards of 
archive research. No previous experience with archives 
is required.

0.05

1.03

Funding Applications: What Do I Need to Know? 
Led by Prof Tom Williamson, Professor of History, UEA.
Tom Williamson is a landscape historian with a highly 
successful record of gaining research grants to support 
his work. Over the last five years he has been awarded 
more than £1m in external grants from a variety of 
sources including the AHRC, the Leverhulme Trust and, 
most recently £477,000 from the Heritage Lottery 
Fund for a project investigating the history of East 
Anglian orchards. In this session, Tom will share his 
expertise in writing grant applications. 

0.06

16.15 – 16.45 Closing Reflections 
Prof David Richardson
Vice-Chancellor, UEA

Lecture Theatre 

16.45 – 18.30 Drinks Reception Foyer/ 
Roof Terrace

Boost Your Resilience
Led by Dr Sarah Robins-Hobden, Robins-Hobden 
Consulting
Resilience describes the ways we function under 
pressure, recover from difficulties, and develop adaptive 
coping behaviours. You can develop your capacity 
for resilience - it’s a skill that can be honed through 
practice. In this interactive session you’ll experiment 
with a range of techniques for boosting your resilience.

1.02



KEYNOTE PROF GILES FODEN
Professor of Creative Writing, UEA

Giles Foden is Professor of Creative Writing at UEA and is a leading 
novelist. His books include The Last King of Scotland, which won the 1998 
Whitbread First Novel Award and was released as an Oscar-winning film 
in 2007.  He is the author of three other novels – Ladysmith, Zanzibar, 
and most recently Turbulence – and a work of narrative non-fiction, Mimi 
and Toutou Go Forth.  He was one of the judges of the MAN Booker 
Prize for Fiction in 2007. 

+SPEAKERS

SPEAKER PROF DAVID RICHARDSON
Vice-Chancellor, UEA

Professor David Richardson became the Vice-Chancellor of the 
University of East Anglia in September 2014. Since joining the university 
in 1991 he has held a series of leadership positions including Dean of 
the Faculty of Science, Pro-Vice-Chancellor for Research, Enterprise 
and Engagement, and Deputy Vice-Chancellor. As a member of the 
governing council of the Biotechnology and Biological Sciences 
Research Council (BBSRC) he plays a key role in the shaping of UK 
research policy. 

HOST DR DENISE DECAIRES NARAIN
Senior Lecturer, University of Sussex & Director of CHASE

Denise deCaires Narain is a Senior Lecturer in English at the University 
of Sussex and Director of CHASE. She has published widely on 
Caribbean and postcolonial women’s writing, including two monographs, 
Contemporary Caribbean Women’s Poetry: Making Style and Olive 
Senior and is working on a third one, Strange Intimacies: Representing 
the Servant in Postcolonial Women’s Texts. She teaches courses on 
postcolonial writing at undergraduate and postgraduate levels and has 
supervised several Doctoral research projects in these areas.

SPEAKER Playwright

Steve Waters has been described as ‘one of the UK’s most accomplished 
political playwrights’. He works for stage, radio and screen and is 
also involved in the new playwriting scene and has written about the 
pedagogy of playwriting, the nature of plays and been a participant 
in shaping arts policy in this area. Steve Waters’ most recent play, 
Limehouse, deals with Labour’s 1981 split and the formation of the SDP.

STEVE WATERS



+GUEST 
CONTRIBUTORS

PROF LYNDSEY STONEBRIDGE
Lyndsey Stonebridge writes on twentieth-century literature and history, Human 
Rights and Refugee Studies, and teaches courses on the History of Human Rights 
and Literature and Human Rights. She is the lead for the Humanities in Human 
Rights network and has published widely on twentieth-century literature, culture and 
psychoanalysis and is the editor with Allan Hepburn and Adam Piette of OUP’s new Mid-
Century series. 

DR JEREMY SCHILDT
Jeremy is Head of the Learning & Enhancement Team at UEA. He has responsibility 
for overseeing all aspects of the service, including co-ordinating with Schools and 
Faculties, and other central providers, in developing the provision of academic support 
for students at UEA. He has particular interests in writing for dissertations, theses and 
research proposals, editing practices, time management and presenting. Before taking 
up his current post Jeremy completed a PhD in the history of reading at Royal Holloway, 
University of London in 2008. He has studied in the UK and the US and has since held 
teaching, training and research posts at the universities of Cambridge, Sussex and 
London.

DR ALEXANDRA WOODALL
Alex has been Head of Learning at the Sainsbury Centre since September 2016, having 
worked previously in learning, interpretation and exhibitions roles in various museums 
and galleries including Royal Armouries in Leeds, Manchester Art Gallery, Museums 
Sheffield, and Kettle’s Yard in Cambridge. Her AHRC-funded PhD from the School 
of Museum Studies at the University of Leicester explores sensory engagements with 
objects in art galleries, and was supervised by Dr Sandra Dudley, with whom she has 
subsequently undertaken collaborative research in India, entitled ‘Things Unbound’. 
She has also worked on museums, health and wellbeing programmes for the Research 
Centre for Museums and Galleries and is a mentor for the Museums Association.

DR REBECCA FRASER
Rebecca Fraser is a Senior Lecturer in American History and Culture at UEA. Her work 
concerns gender, race, and class in nineteenth century America, particularly in relation 
to the system of slavery in the antebellum South and the cultural lives of the enslaved. 
She has published two monographs, Courtship and Love among the Enslaved in North 
Carolina (Jackson, Miss., University of Mississippi Press, 2007) and Gender, Race and 
Family in Nineteenth Century America (Palgrave Macmillan: 2013) so far! She has also 
co-edited a collection concerning the Reconstruction period in 2008 with ABC-Clio 
Press and has published in various edited collections and journals. 



DR MATTHEW SILLENCE 
Matthew Sillence is currently a Lecturer in Postgraduate Education and Training and 
delivers personal and professional development sessions for research students at UEA. 
He has previous experience in English language teaching for adult learners, research 
project management, conference organisation, academic writing and bibliographic 
cataloguing. His current interests are in doctoral education and the integration of 
digital technologies into higher education research and teaching.

ALICIA MCCONNELL
Alicia McConnell is Head of Learning Technology at the University of East Anglia. This 
includes oversight of the Learning Technologists, Digital Learning Design team, Media 
Production Team, TV studio, Media Suite and VLE. She is responsible for the production 
of media for the University’s portfolio of MOOCs and online courses as well as initiating 
drives to increase the online aspect of all traditionally delivered modules so that all 
students receive a blend of delivery that is appropriate to them and their course. 
Alicia spent 15 years working in the financial markets in the City of London before 
commencing a teaching career that covered Numeracy, Maths, IT and Post-Compulsory 
Initial Teacher Training. She is particularly interested in ways that technology can be 
harnessed to broaden and diversify assessment techniques and in working with delivery 
teams as they reimagine workplace-authentic assessments.

DR TOM PARKINSON
Tom Parkinson is the co-founder and CEO of Winterwood Group Limited, an educational 
consultancy and private tuition business. Tom founded Winterwood with his wife and 
business partner Jade Everingham whilst finishing his PhD at Queen Mary, University 
of London in 2011. Tom’s PhD topic was the Elizabethan traveller, soldier and spy Fynes 
Moryson, and involved the translation of unpublished Latin manuscripts. Following the 
thesis, Tom and Jade grew Winterwood from a small business employing friends and 
fellow postgraduates to a much larger entity, which has now taken in investment to fund 
an online learning platform and develop educational games. 

JUSTINE MANN
Justine Mann is an Archivist at the British Archive for Contemporary Writing, having 
worked in libraries and archives for over twenty years including the House of Commons 
Library, the Trade Union Congress, the Audit Commission and the London School of 
Economics. She is also a prize winning short story writer and a graduate of UEA’s MA in 
Creative Writing (Prose Fiction).

DR CLAIRE BRYONY LOFFMAN
Claire Bryony Loffman is an Education Adviser providing training and support for 
Early Career Teachers at Queen Mary University of London. She teaches modules 
for new lecturers and teaching assistants that lead to Postgraduate Certificates in 
teaching and to Fellowship of the Higher Education Academy. Before this she worked 
as a Post Doctoral Research Assistant editing the seventeenth century doctor Sir 
Thomas Browne’s manuscript notebooks in QMUL’s School of English and Drama. 
She is an editor on two forthcoming Oxford University Press editions, has published 
on seventeenth century manuscript poetry, and co-organised the 2017 exhibition on 
Browne at the Royal College of Physicians, London. In the past six years she has taught 
undergraduate and postgraduates on Early Modern Literature modules at QMUL, King’s 
College London, Cambridge and Sheffield. Previously, she catalogued antiquarian books 
and manuscripts at Bernard Quaritch and Balliol College Oxford.

DR GIAN LUCA AMADEI 
Gian Luca’s primary interest is in design, its history, material innovation and the 
relationship between technology and industry. In 2013, he joined the Architecture, 
Design & Fashion team at the British Council as Programme Manager and has since 
been working on the development of design expertise across his designated regions, 
Europe and Africa. In 2014, Gian Luca completed his PhD at Kent University. His 
curiosity for design process deepened when he struck up a collaboration with Blueprint 
magazine in 2007, first as European Correspondent and then as Products Editor. Gian 
Luca consolidated this experience as author of Discovering Women in Polish Design: 
Interviews & Conversations (Adam Mickiewicz Institute, 2009). An advocate of life-long 
learning, he also tutors on the MA Curating Contemporary Design course at Kingston 
University as well as providing mentorship to design students at Central St Martins and 
Royal College of Art.

DR ROB ELLIS
Rob Ellis completed his PhD on medieval London literature in 2012. Since then he has 
moved into Marketing & Communications, specialising in web content and development. 
He is currently Digital Content Officer at HESA, the Higher Education Statistics Agency.

ANGELA GRAHAM
Angela Graham is Archive Manager of the East Anglian Film Archive, owned and 
operated by UEA. She has worked in museums and archives for over twenty years and 
was previously a senior manager within Stoke on Trent Museum Service and a director 
of independent museums in Cheshire and Norwich. She is an Associate of the Museums 
Association and a member of the East of England Regional Archive Council and Film 
Archives UK.



DR SARAH ROBINS-HOBDEN
While completing her PhD in psychology as a mature student, Sarah pursued the aspects 
she found most rewarding: teaching, training and development. Before moving into 
consultancy, Sarah cut her teeth in researcher development at the University of Sussex 
and at Vitae. She now designs and delivers a diverse range of training, development 
and coaching programmes for institutions across the south east. Sarah is a Chartered 
Psychologist, Fellow of the Higher Education Academy, and member of the British 
Psychological Society’s Special Group in Coaching Psychology. It is her passion and 
mission to engage and support others in their own development journeys, wherever 
they may be headed.

Sainsbury Centre for Visual Arts

DR AUSTEN SAUNDERS
Austen Saunders did his PhD at Cambridge where he worked on how books were used in 
the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. He then moved on to Post Doc work at Oxford 
where he worked as a research assistant for a new edition of a seventeenth-century 
writer called Thomas Traherne. He now works at the Bank of England in Supervision, the 
part of the Bank of England responsible for preventing financial crises by overseeing the 
activities of commercial banks. He continues to work on Thomas Traherne as a member 
of the editions’ editorial team and to publish in the field of early modern literature.

PROF TOM WILLIAMSON 
Tom Williamson heads up the Landscape Group within the School of History – a 
collection of academics, researchers and research students studying all aspects of the 
English landscape, from later prehistory to the present. He is currently involved in a 
number of projects, including the GIS-aided study of Agriculture and the Landscape 
in Midland England Agriculture and the Landscape in East Anglia, 1870-1950, funded 
by the AHRC and the Leverhulme Trust. He is also actively involved in the study of 
designed landscapes, especially parks and gardens of the eighteenth and nineteenth 
centuries. He teaches courses on landscape archaeology at undergraduate and MA 
level, and supervises a large number of MPhil and PhD students studying a variety 
of subjects related to landscape archaeology, agricultural history, and the history of 
landscape design. 
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